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THE BULLETIN of the Archaeological Society-of Central New York

is published monthly, except Ju2.y and August, covering all phases
of archaeological and historical endeavor pertaining to central New

York State. Regular meetings of the AoS.N.Y. are held, 8i00 P.M.,at

the Cayuga Museum of History and Art, Auburn, N. Y*

« » iti » « » « 41 4i ^ 41-^

' The A.S.O.N.Y. is affiliated

v/ith the Division of Anthropology,
CayugaJ'luseum of• History and Art,
Aubu3m, N'. Y.
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Active membership $2.00 - yearly
Sustaining membership $5.00
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THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL HISTORY OP CAYUGA. COUNTY

by Harrison C. Pollett

We are happy to announce that Mr*. Pollett has completed his

I'i'Titings on Cayuga County, With the assistance of Gordon Wrlj^t
and the editorial staff this history will be presented in nine In

stallments during the coming months,
are printed in this issue, and the first Installment will be in -
the January Bulletin* .-

The Introduction and Porward

Reprints of this material iv/ill be made to comply with the de
sire of those who wish the volume complete and independent of, the
monthly Bulletin,-

Editor ial-C oun ei-1-

INTRODUCTION

This Archaeological History of Cayuga County has been
many years in the writing. The author, who has given much

of his life to the assembling of this”data, has within the

last 10 years revised and further established the authen
ticity of his” findings. In so doing and by careful' selec*-

tion of the content he has reduced this writing to a minimum

yet covering conclusively the chronological development of '
the m-aterlal. During the last two years the author has been"

able, throu^ the aid of friends, to revisit many of the old

sites and to carefully watch developments as the Thruway cut

across Cayuga Coiinty, opening up ’’known and unknown'sites*'.
Aided also by the v'/oodland Topographic (U*S, Geological ) sur
vey maps .and by many conferences with those v/ho have also

dug in this county, the author has reestablished the early
archaeological findings into group cultures which have heleed

greatly in the..writing of this history.

HbUrlspn" C, Poll'^tijDegan-lii.s__arehae-ologi.,cal-_eareer--in ---.

1886, and for 68 years has been active ” in the field, Nov;,
with a keen memory and a watchful eye over his co-workers
he IS devoting his entire time to the writing of a complete
-archaeological history of this section. During his active

years he lectured extensively and was responsible.for the

development of the Lcvanna sites, vdiero for 15 years thou

sands of people came to view early Algonlcian effigies.

In 1945 Professor Walter K, Long, Director of the Cayuga
Museum of History and Art .in Auburn. Now York, organized a

class of adult students and asked Mr, Pollott’to conduct
the class in the archaeological research. This class, which

expressed a groat enthusiasm for the subject and other plans

proposed by Professor Long, led to the organization of tlie

Archaeological Society of Central New York,
has produced a Bulletin for the last 8

The organization
years. In this past
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year the Society has exp’crlonced an Increased neinbershlp
and interest in the Bulletin, which nov; has a nailing list

of over -130, - -Professor,-Long requested Mr, Pollett's manu

scripts -for publication, and scarcely an .issue since its

Inception has appeared without some va*itlng3 by Mr. Pollett.

In. fabt,.,a very substantial part of the publication has been

inspired'by Mr, Pollett, and we' are sure that in .the future

more of the many volumes he has prepared will be published* ' -

P 0 R W A R D

The compiling of this history began in 1927,
when Mr, Pollett,turned his entire attention to Cay
uga County, After a brief ihtorval, he resumed his
interest in 1932, and since that date has thorougiLly

. , covered every inch of the territory embraced in this

present writing. Within the boundaries of Cayuga
County over 200 sites have been registered, Mr.s
Pollett has ingeniously catalogued the findings,
which make it possible to deduct from aboriginal

.. symbols and artifacts the cultures, characteristics
and historical sequences of the early occupants, ..
Also, from the objects found, the time of-thhir ac
tivity, their imiaodiato associates, the food they.'

. ate, and earmarks of tholr origin have boon deter-”
mined. The excavations of .. tholr burled remains-:; --

bo speak of diseases, injwirics: .and deformities along
'

With .physical- structure, ..Some burials, glvo the
history of disaster and famine as it.struck, and"'
the impact of whlto man's Influonco, is easily evi
denced.

The writer, Harrison C, Pollett,..wishes to ack
nowledge -.-tho-:--interos-t- and -'cooperatioh’'of Honorable

Judge Leonard H, Scaring(3, President of the Cayuga • .
County Historical Society, and Judge R, C. S. Drum- ' .

.mond, Secretary of the Historical-Society and County ■-

'Historian', Their cooperation, - .with the records—at . -

the Cayuga Museum of History and Art, -the' early •
publication of the Bulletin of the How York Stato•
Museum and of -the many members of the Archaeological- -
Society.who have contributed generously, in assisting
with the clarification of Information, have made ■

■ this history possible,. .
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SEQUENCE CHART OF THE CKTUOfi NATION

It is bolioved that-.-this seq-uonco chart is as nearly accurate

as it can be at this tine,

undoubtedly add much new infor3:iation„
Current and future explorations ;y/111

, Recently an' inovation, in
the dating of Indian Sites-has been introduced which is the radio

active carbon 14 test. This will greatly facilitate the dating
and the writing of prehistoric sites.

In tracing the raigratlon of the Cayuga Nation,', the territory
viGst of the Genesee River is not claimed heroin to have been

cupled by that nation, for the reason-that there still .remains.a

question as to that nation's origin, The'Cayugas, like the other

Iroquois peoples, came northward, it is believed, up the Ohio and

— -- ■-All-e-^-eny--'R±vers-lnto''-th-e'-Genescc''coUntry,'”'Th'ere'll' s'till'riucii''' ""
controversy about these early sites due partly to lack of careful •

study of then. One great ■ mystery is that, while the Iroquois
pied sites south and just north of the Pennsylvania state lino

•they v/oro on fortified hilltops, -whereas .their lmmodla.toly subse
quent locations (those of the Senecas) were on the low flat lands

of. the Genesee Valley, surrounded by oneiaies, ' ' ■ . . , '

oc-

occu-

The first knov/n Cayuga location. Site Nos. 1, was supposedly a
palisaded typo in the town of Ossian. in the hills southwest of

the present village of Dansvillo, This is probably the first site

of tho Cayugas oast of the 'Genesee River, although thoir -crail. is

in evidence before they entered this area. Prom this site fl.s.hing
excursions wore made to a camp site on tho west side of.Gonosu.s

Lake, now Imov/n as Long Point. This same camp v;as used ..by'.Indians,
of various cultures, early and lato. Including tho Senecas (See '
Tho Long Point Site" by. Gordon Wrigjit, PENNSYLVANIA ARCHAEOLO^
GIST (BULJjETIN), Vol, XX, Nos. 3, 4). This is Slte No, 2. on the

chart as a Qayuga camp site only.•

Site No, 3 is knom as the California Ranch site, and- is on

the west side of Honeoyo Lake. Burials and other evidence indicate
not too long an occupation.

Site No. 4, the Reed Port site, was long occupied, on the oast

side of Hemlock Lake outlet, near the hamlet of Richmond Mills,

This site produced a groat amount and variety of stone, bone and

pottery artifacts, the largest of any site in west-central Now
York,

Site No, 5 is tho next location of the Cayugas, in tho hills

northwest of Bristol Valley, - -At this time a small number of them
appear to have joined tho Senecas, v/ho vircre established on tho

Factory Hollow site, on the hill on tho oast side of Honeoyo Creek,
just west of V/ost Bloomfield, These Cayugas apparently rejoined
their kin, who in tho meantime had settled on -bho Genoa Port site,
in the Salmon Crook valley, as evidenced by tho recovery of a Sen

eca pot there, in a burial,
well

This .Cayu.ga-Scncca connection might
acco-un.t for the belief that tho Cayu-gas wore an offshoot of

the Seneca Nation,
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Moving on from here, tho .Co.yugas separated Into tv;o
The smaller one proceeded northeast to site No.
one, on the outlet of Canandaigua Lake.

groups,

.6, a.temporary ■
Site Noo 7 was the next

one occupied, on.tho south side of the village of Clifton Springs,
a palisaded typo. All this took place in the prehistoric period.

Site No, 8, on the east sldo of Flint Creek, represented the
first one of the historic period. Site No, 9 is on the sumialt of

Port Hill, two miles south of present Savannah, County of hayno.
Another site ,at the time was on Crusoe Island. ■ More information

xvill appear on this at a later date.

southern end of Howland Island, known
as Bluff Point, At tho tine, of occupation it was stirroundod hy
the waters of Cayuga Lake, . Prom ..this. point, several eamp-sites
were, established; on Haiti Island, Kipp Island.-’ Turtlo Island,
.Pox Ridge, and at Moose '.'ialldw, - •. -

on

Site No, 11 was to- tho south,' on a high, oval and narrow

ridge. It was n branch site knovm in 1672 as the mission site of
tho Jesuits, ■ -

^4- further up the. lake, was the Jesuit mission ■
'

site of-St, -Stephens, The area .herd later became known as tho

foot of Cayuga-Lake , (1779), as the- lake receded partially. to-this
point«

Site No, 13 was on Howland Island to tho north, and still fur
ther north was a branch site. Site No, 14 was. situated in 1721 •. '
nearly directly west across tho then ,old lako,:-bed,.. This group

'^■''5/lhdled to whore, but two, .bark houses existed, when

white sotulors first came to the area of present '
1800, /olco'tt, about

return to Division I .of tho Cayugas, ?;hlch as the
cnart indicates, proceeded southeast around tho head of Seneca

Lake. Having left Site- No. 5, this group'located near the foot
of Seneca Lake pn Site No_. 15, ,a..prehistoric- .one., - -They loft a
trail-_of-'s-evoral damp sites along the west, shore of tho lake,
toned east arotod the head of. the" lake, into more hilly country,

here flows the headwaters of Tau^iannock Crook, and
S'"-®"" Cayugas divided into three distinct groups,' as

occupy the- area first between Seneca and CajnQa
L^kes, and then oetween Cayuga and Owesco-Lakes, Tho first dlvi-

bank or^aSl^anSoS^Le^i/^ ^

and

S tho G,-St bank of a branch of a largo oredk '
Sto Ih Ifi dhi*' °“®£v, village of Trunansburg,
S°a ® historical
3 a village missed by General Sullivan's army of 1779,

Site No. 19 was about 6 zniles to the south on the ton nf

hi^ ridge in Schuyler County. This slto yields Europoa.n nStcrlal,
a
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so is the rirst of tho historic period for this group,
knoY/hlo bully'.as the "School house site,'
Meck^icnburg,-’

■■ >.:/! •_

■' -S'lte'^iio', 20 was to the north, hut a fow rods fron a previous
Cayuga site. Sites 21, 22 and 23 arc on tho iiost shore of Ca,yuga
Lake, where in 1779 three Cayuga tovms wore destroyed by -the white
nan, ' ' "

It is

and is northeast of
»

To return to tho earlier nontioned Division 3, Group 3, »»
proceeded northward, we find tho first station to bo a snail,
tified one (No. 24) at the head of.Payne’s Gully. Site No

a mile or so to the north.

No, 27 was in'a norp renote

periodT- dlorthr bf-^'tiiis' wa-s-,-FbV^'287”and~No'.‘ ‘five~nilo s^ fur-'"''

ther north, a branch to several sites. No, 30,'

which

, for-

25 was

Site No, 26 is to tho southeast. Site
area and was■tho first of tho historic

After tho breaking up of the Jesuit nlsslons,
found several nilos to the south, No„ 31,* then Site No.

first site of tho group on the lake, destroyed in 1779,

tho Cayugas are
32, the

Of Group 4,' a village was established. Site No, 33,
Locke, about 1550. The Genoa Fort site, No« 34;, was next, a hill
top site north of present Genoa, the first' of tho historic sites
of tho group.

Site No. 35 was in- Salnon Creek Valley. In 1668 this village
was noved to bite No, 36 to tho .north. As the nlss.ion period

ended, those Cayugas separated fron the pagans, fornlng" Group 5,
Division 5 and novlng southward' into the valley,
the lake shore in 1779, Site No'. 39.'

neart

and ended up on

The greatest dispersion and division of tho Cayuga Nation

took place after Sullivan's raid of 1779. Some refugees returned

and sot up a village on tho shore of Cayuga Lake two miles north

of Union Springs, Site No, 40, Soon after they had a - largo tov/n
on what was known as tho Mines Reservation, Site No, 41^ Next

'— was Site ■NG-e'‘42 at Pn^ie-y--'h"'Pol1i4v^^-'^Thb~^fin'a'iwnevenen-t---of--tho^ ■Cay-''--
ugas occurred v/hon their Reservation .lands in Cayuga County wore
sold to tho state.

FEBRUARY MEETING

Thursday evening, the. llth, 8;00 PM

The February meeting of the Archaeological Society
of Central New York will be held in the- Geneva Historical
Society rooms, in Geneva..President A, Glenn Rogers will

give a review of the Historical Society activities and

some, of the time will be spent in viewing the exhibits.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

To. Members of the Archaeological'Society

As a result of. the write-in ballot at the December
'meeting., I have the honor of serving the Society for another

year* This.has been a very successful'year if the response
of all concerned can be the judge. Not only did we have nine

very interesti^ meetings, two successful summer gatherings,
but the Bulletin has made great strides ahead in content,
appearance- and general response.

The talks by our- own members were especially good
this past year and set a pace for the. invited guests.-Those--,
who' came in to give us their time included Laila Surky of -

Egypt, whose story of her country will long be remembered.
She was-most interesting and left with us the desire to

explore in the Land of Past Civilisation - Egypt, Claude
Smith set ua straight on meteors., etc.,‘and we are glad
to learn more of *'celestial” things.

The-Banquet-, with Jim St owe 11 brought together a
large group of folks who fel-t that Jim-did a fine job.
Glenn Norris* recent book on the Finger Lakes Trail-si'ays
was brought to life again by his illuminating talk. Glenn
Rogers'has a book also just out which-he- put to fine words

in a talk, to; the Society. He is adding much to our local

history interest by his book and his radio talks,

Charles Wray held up the tradition of a splendid
report from ”Schooff and Wray’* , a yearly event on -our pro-,

gram. We are sorry Harry,was not able to be with us at that

time. He is back in good health and we look to next-year'
for his account.

No one objected to my ranting on in 3-D about
last sumirer in Spain and .North Africa- nor.f the food we

-served'after',' Thus,"with many stimulating talks,, the pro
gram for 1953. became a pleasant memory.

The Bulletin now, larger than'ever, has. met with
unusual Bdccess. Every effort will be T;.sed'.to continuing
its good influence in this section of our'land of beauty,

organ
ization join me in pledging you our full support in the

months to come. Your continued interest and.cooperation
-in • securing new members will .be appreciated.

The officers and editorial board of this

Very sincerely yours,

CK.

Professor Walter K.Long ,
President ^
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Annual ,Trop.surGr..»s Report -
The Archaeological Society of Central Now York

In pro son ting, the treasurer's report .for .the year . 19'53 ■ I would

like first to thank the nembors of .the; society^ ,
very prompt renewal of nenberships, early in the year,
for the.'many-.nev;. members they have'scoured for the so-ciety.
notes and Is.t.ters I have-roccivod with the .dries, from-many' of you>
Indicates a continued and growing interest in the-Bulletin as w.c'I.l

as an enjoyment .of the articles ■.publlshedo'. . -' v ::

not only-'for. their
but also

The

I hope the- Bulletin, for 1955 has fuli'lllcd all -.expectations :, ^
and I am sure that wo can look forward,-.to. an even: better and'more

Interesting presentation in 1954,.. Our editorial cormittee is

- -.stantly-^onrthe-r'loekout- for-, original -materialy
coh-

You oa-n ■'hod.p'-by- -
sending in reports or stories, on, -the- early history, and-archaeology
of Central New York, ■

The Consolidated. Treasurers Report
195:3 , . . .

Bal, January 1, 1953
Receipts;

■|6.0G

Sustaining Membership .
Active Membership
Junior Membership',
Banquet Receipts, ' ■

Totals

|45.00
: 13,0*00
■■ -1,00

57 aOO : •

233.00 239,00
Disbursements:

Stencils and Stcnogr.aphic,
Paper- . ..

Postage.and Envelopes
Covers

Special notices

,-105i00 :

■ 40s00

- 45*00.

12<i00

10*00

212,00

Bal, January 1, 1954 ' f ^27,00

-"Ge-orge APDo-b-bs-j-.=T-roasur-or
-'rtr -rr -x- -x- -X- ■■■X-"<• 7\* -X- 'X* -x-

Scientific Note

survey by the National Googcaphic Society reveals
55^ of the Cigar Store Indians wore squaws®

-v- -X- "X- -X- •'-X' 'X- tv ‘5$' •5^-7-

MEETING NOTICE

Father Grassmann of the Mchavvk-^Caughnawaga Museum at Fonda will
address the Onondaga Historical Association on "Recent Archaeolog
ical Finds in the Mohawk Valley" Friday, February 12, 1954 at 8:15
P,M. His talk will be illustrated with colored slides#

A cordial invitation is extended to all Archa.eologlcal Society
members to attend.
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"PAST d:i:'ggh\tg;.into.:The,.,|?ast";. ./
, , ' By iiari>isph 'C\ ■'Poliott..

■ I ■rcncnbop clearly. an-'-cxp6di-.tIon,.,on a :Smday,'in ^Au'gust,' , '
1952 v/hl ell proved .to • bo ariong tho'-moat. inter os ting .field trips-
ever taken. ■ • . ‘ '

■llhilo the early morning clouds'■.threatened rain, ib did .not
damp oh-the - enthusiasm, of ..Harry. Schoff and' Charlo.s; Wray,' Promptly'.' -
at 8 o’clock as promised,- Schoff‘.was "oh hand and with ■tho..i’^;ritor ^ ; ■
headed north- from Lima. Upon arriving at the 'first road that

turned pest off the Lii'ia.-Honooyp .Palls-road, wo .‘turned to..:roach .■

appoint.-abbiit a ■mile' to, the-west.. W3?’ay'’.3 ..car was pVrkod in the.. .-
field on the south side of a,' place laiov/ti. as the Powerhouse’ sito ■
only'about a mile so'uthwe.at of the Dann. sit'p ■lcn6\hi as-St„ 'Jean,' ' -' .
"bh-G Jesuit^Mls.sion; site upon v/l'iic'li Fattioj? Julinii Gipni dp lived - -

among-the Indians of all nations for'■fifteen'.years. ■ 1.."

Mr. ¥ray-has found excavating a grave, oho of. about-35. pre-' ‘
viously -dug by Schoff and 17ray,' from-v/hlch' they have gloanod ' ■
several pipes and quantities of,ether valuable historical mator--

-This grave, and all others, they have encountered,...vrero in ■ ■

f co'arso-'gravol .and largo.bouldersy the-tou^.bs't •' -.
kind' of digging'. - Ho?/ tho ; Indi'ans' could possibly .have dug.,them ' -
with STich tools- at their' coitmand' is ' a mystery, for it proved a ■
task ?ii til the most modern.-tool Sc

• .M-

1 or - temporary identification'v/o' call it grave nmabor one . :■

It was two and one-half feet wide by three' feet long, and nearly
round. It contained on one side tho romnahts of an adult, and
resting near ?/hore tho skull had boon the ulna of a child. Among
the low remaining bones wore about fifty wcmipm beads and pieces'
of a tittle shell rattle. Over all wore several largo stones

from six inches to one foot in diameter, Pragionts of ?/hat hod ■
probQbly boon a brass kettle wore found,in different sections of
tho grave• .. - - -

Vifhilo Charlie, was filling this grave, - Harry, after digging
several tost holes, - encountered a skeleton of an adult but oi^t-
inches bolo?/ the surface« Pirst contact ?/as that of-?/hat had-

probably boon a v/olf skin head' dross identified by tho law bones,
and portions of broken and badly decayed long shell beads and a .
quantity of v/ampum beads. Prag:aont3 of tho skull and'other parts'

bones of tho skeleton evidenced that in cultivation of

the field it had been disturbed to a groat extent. On side.of

the sepulchre.lay-a broken gun barrel in three pieces. "At this
time Mr. Gordon V/rigat arrived as a visitor and assisted Harry"-
in sorting beads' from tho debris. This we listed as gravo number

^ About five feet from grave number two, gravo number throe-

was found by Mr, ?/ray, I have dug thousands of graves in years
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past. However, this was oho of the tou^cst ever seen. It was

a compact ma^s-of stones from pobhloS:to boulders a foot in diam

eter; a grave that-the i average ,digger v/ould have-abandoned before

a foot in depth had been roachod, , Enhanced perhaps by-Schoff’s,
encouraging words that it would prove a rich one, Charles dug on
and at a depth of about two and, one-half .feet contacted the decayed
and crumbled, bones of -what -appearpd ;to .have been the rpnains :of a. ■■

woman ih. n,-flexed position,- head northwest i.. Hear. the.-pelvis was a
largo bone coiab,;.above which was, -when-we .left about noon, .-abrass, ■ ,
kettlb .surrqimdcd by, sove-ral Wampmi, beads.

Those.who have—read tho writer's,-.story of tho migration-.'of
the Iroquois will roca.li-. the-. citing of;, this ..village:, as having.-been .,
inhabited., prion to the Dann-site. d few .Jpsuit rings have boon ror-. ,

covered hero that may Indicate' habitati,Gn .tPdspme extent at..the.:,

same time as tho Dann site, and it could therefore be classed as -

a suburb site of the earlier occupation of, the. Dann pi to-, but' In,
general at this time evidence-.sopms . tp favor a sli^tiy. earlier, .

inhabited settlement,, ■ f

The work being accomplished by Schoff and Wray merits special
mention., . They not .-only- keep n comp.lote •record .:pf all .Infomatlon
obtained, but before attempting excavations, the.sites are arranged,
for in such a way. that .intrusions by other.s--;is-pre.VGnto.d> ./Sites ',
are first plotted^.out into ..squares of 20..-or- 2,5 -fpe-t and •.charts-- re.- -'a-;
corded where each ^avo 'is' located, Pho.t.pgraphs ;aro-lriado. of every-r-;' -
thing of importance so that as sites are complobod accurate records,

remain on file-. .This ls.,tliq typo, of work. that; should'be- adopted'in
every county in the^ State,., so, tha.t in.timp.an ac.quratpi-.archaeoleg-- ■ ■
leal history can be' OTitten,,- 5 ’

t

c

/

/
/

oit

k 7' !

7
■ i-’

■ (BKIKCT '
w

A knife, like blade of limestone . which could., be, a

spearV harpoon, -knife, Dt'wb.at/.?' .Traced.'frora a lette.r,
from. Leon' H.. Oowi’es'to Harr'ido'n 'Fciretto
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. .... .-»A''B'lT OP. Il'TTERESTING HISTORY” ■■■ I-;'

The following letters end remarks wore foimd In a copy of

• ■The Auburn Daily Bulletin dated September-13, 1872, •
r that they contain n-. true -account nf early "New York State-

■well -worth the-space-In our Bulletin* - ■ . / /

Wo believe

nd are

WHITWORTH HALL

Indian Camp,- Seneca Lake
■ Nov, 15, 177a ‘

My Doare.st Margaret j
Perhaps, this will be -the last letter I shall

write you, - . It., is only, by-special .favor' of Capt.,' Brant
that I .am'aiiow-od-. to .send this by.-ono of-his ruamerso

As you-Y;arnod'us, at no small risk to.' yoursolf - (for' if’ - ■■
yo.ur letter had,.been- intorceptod your precious life-
would have been sacrlflcod to tho vongcanco-of the Tories)
the attach bn -the village arid-fort of Cherry Valley-was ' ■

made on..tho morning of the - 11th "ins t. 'You probably knot/-

thc.^ro,s.ult;.'., thirty-two of the ;irdiabltants of ' the village,
4.T„ - . , . - . -addition to , '

Some of- the- inhabi-

ever

mostly .women and- children wore' slain,
those .sixteen’soldiers woro-dirillod,
tants ,csca.pod, but tho'most-.of" them.,were taken prisoners.
In my vain attempt to save the llfo'aof ray sup0.rior- in ' ■

command,-.- Col,. Aldon,-who,;- regardless of -your warning lo.dgod
4..„ Robert Wells, in the .village-. I was 'at the (house, of Mr„, nooert;. vvoils, in the .villago-. I was '

taken prisoner und have .boon brou^it.with others to this-

cnc-ampmont, -.-A-grand council, .of-the warriors ^-ofthe Six " '

■-.Nations -is to. bo. hold on.-the ncxt.'.fuil moon, which falls’ ''
on „thc 26th inst*, -v.tLcn--my fa to will. ■be.'..;docidbd', ■■-•If my •
fate depended solely on the will-pf Capt.,-Brant,I should '
pothave riuch fear, but his Sachems have a voice in the ■

' a.ccisio,n, they--have lpst,-m'any- .braves in their---late f'dravs
and, they clamor f.or blood or a heavy ransom, God’s will

If it- is fated.-, that-wo never meet again on
earth I trust- that we shall

be done.’

meet in a- better-world where
wars andruitors.'of wars are unknown and whore ^ Indians and",
.Tones are not likely to prevail,- Heaven protect’-you,. .- -

--’a’/ ' Farewell,^. ... Philip-^
.. d

At^thc .foot of this letter was tho following ondorso-
mont^ in a lady’s handwrriting? - .... , - . - •

-The'Council'meets oh the 26th-~thls is tho 20th—
mth a good.horse and girdle-1 can .roach tho Encampment
in five aays—I will save his life-or perish .in tho-’at-
'CGinp'b a (Signed) Margaret

Tho last letter in tho series was dated;

Cherry Valley .-
Juno 4,, 1779, . -

my long captivity among; ; -

Dearest Margaret; ' "
,;I haver got back at last- from

. r.-
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the Indians. They would not rolcaso; me.until youn order
for fifty blankets and a thousand rounds of ammunition,
the price agreed upon for my ransom, had been prcs.entod
to Sir John Johnson at Quo.bpc; .and duly .honored^ 1 owe ' ^

:• you my-life-, my prociQ.us heroine and every moment ■at^'my' ' -■
• ov/n command shall bo ■ devoted'to your service,' I'lodrn ■

.since my return’lliat the garrison is to bo v/lthdravwi from

this post in the course of the summer, when the settlors
in the valley will be left to the tender mercies, of the

Indians and their allies the Tories. You can no longer
remain at Yentworth Hall with safety. .Since yo-ur unpar

alleled feat of journeying throu^ the'■wildornoss to"^
Seneca Lake with only an Indian r.guldo for protection to-

nogotlatG for my ransom the Tories, have ^marked yougdown
for a- dangerous ■rehcl nnd'neither "your' sex nor the 'well"""'

Icnown loyalty of your invalid .father will avail to save . '
you from their vengeance.,' • ,, . , :

Fortunately I have.'bcon'.ordered to report for duty
'

at Port Putnam, kest Point .and: shall leave, here •about'^’the.
8th Inst, with an escopt of.ton.mounted
shall be provided with

■ranger.3 and -I ; ;
sufficient'number, of led. horses

to mount you and yoTur 'family;-, so doarost; be"prepared" to'' '

mount at a .moment's notice and let mo'place you all in’’'--''
safety with my mother-at'her beautiful'home on rtho ■ bankd '
of the Hudson viioro you can remain''as' honored guest's-'-unti* 1
this unnatural war is terminated'. '

Try to overcome, the 'pre judices of-d^our'father against.
' '

accepting rebel hospitality , otherwise f.or'hi.s'-'own safety.'.
I shall bo forced to- take him v/lth-. us as a .Tor-j'Yprisoner. '

Let no intimation of your Intcntloh to l6avG-..'got-.abroad • V""..

among^your neighbors for the Mohawk valley is .rfull of

scouting parties of Indians, and Torles 'and should'-they got W
v^lnd of the contemplated .movoment they might- give: us ■

trouble, ....". ' ' ■ ■ ■ ' . '

Yours ever by the double , tie of love and''gratitude, '
' ■ ' '''i '

This is the last'OTil.ten-record ‘of "the poorless'. Lady
Margaret and her, noble--lover, "d-i-s'-elo'sed-by'the ruins' of the-did

Hall, That a-.grandson of Margaret', and'Philip, .after .■'a-'-labse in
their history, of more-than forty .years, -apoearod toGlaW the
property is sufficient evidence that-they '
the times and were finally married. ^

escaped the peril of
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